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David Rotheray 

Announces Autumn Tour Dates
With Special Guests Jim Causley and Bella Hardy

www.davidrotheray.com

Having previously only played a handful of dates to celebrate the release of his debut solo album in August, acclaimed songwriter David Rotheray’s returns for an autumn tour visiting a variety of intimate venues across the UK. This seven date tour will give audiences the chance to witness the former Beautiful South guitarist perform songs from his critically acclaimed solo album ‘The Life Of Birds’ up close and personal. The tour begins in Rotheray’s hometown of Hull on November 17 and continues to Newcastle, Edinburgh, Sunderland, Southend, and Manchester before finishing off at The Captain’s Rest in Glasgow on November 23rd.

Praise for ‘The Life of Birds’:

 - Mojo

“This is probably one of the albums of the year so far. Amazing.” – Classic Rock Society

“A strange, lovely and intriguing album” – Daily Express

“I can’t recommend this highly enough – for its song writing, its artists and its delivery” – G3 Magazine

“A warm, collaborative affair tinged with the Beautiful South’s droll humour” – The Observer

“It delves into mature and sombre themes that pop never touches” – Songlines

Although it features a whole host of performers, ‘The Life Of Birds’ is entirely Rotheray’s record. A series of autumnal, rustic reflections on life with some astonishing collaborations, including Jim Causley, who features on lead single ‘The Sparrow, The Thrush and The Nightingale’, and Bella Hardy, who’s enchanting vocals appear on ‘Living Before the War’, ‘The Digital Cuckoo’ and duets with Causley on ‘The Hummingbird on Your Calendar’, both of whom will be joining Rotheray and his band for the series of shows.

Rotheray’s ornithological concept album, full of contemporary folk songs, stems from the opening track and first single ‘The Sparrow, The Thrush and The Nightingale’, a laidback, upbeat melody with an instantly recognisable whistled refrain disguising an allegorical tale about greed, which the Classic Rock Society describes as “a superb song, with it’s caustic and cynical viewpoint of the music industry brought to life beautifully.” Rotheray decided to expand on the metaphor to write an entire album with birds as its loose notional concept. The result is fourteen superbly crafted songs that touch on some sensitive subjects with subtlety and grace.

While a solo effort, the album features collaborations with ten different singer/songwriters drawn from the contemporary scene, and the roll call of vocalists is an impressive one. Mercury Music Award nominee Kathryn Williams lends her vocals to the middle-aged reflection on the virtues of monogamy on the track ‘Crows, Ravens & Rooks’. Rotheray’s fellow north easterner Eliza Carthy sings with real regret on ‘The Road to the South’, a song about those friends that “migrated to London” and are homesick for the city of Hull. Eleanor McEvoy not only features on ‘Almost Beautiful’, a staggeringly sad record of a loved-one slipping into mental illness, but also co-wrote ‘Living Before The War’. The song about the mixed blessings brought by puberty and sexual awareness  is sung by Bella Hardy. 

The album concludes as it starts, with Causley returning for ‘The Sparrow, The Thrush & The Nightingale – Part II’. Bringing the record and its themes full circle, Rotheray admits that the two parts of the song satisfy “a long standing ambition to write an album with ‘bookends’.” 

In a career that has taken him from forming The Beautiful South with Paul Heaton in the late 1980s to his critically-acclaimed acoustic side project Homespun, David Rotheray’s name has always been synonymous with music that mixes the melancholy with dry humour to great effect.  On ‘The Life of Birds’, Rotheray has succeeded in crafting an album where the emphasis is firmly on song writing, with some of the best lyrics and most beautiful music of his career. 

Autumn Tour

Wednesday 17th November                        Hull Adelphi                                                        01482 348216

Thursday 18th November                              Cumberland Arms, Newcastle                    0191 265 1725

Friday 19th November                                    Edinburgh Nobles                                            0131 629 7215

Saturday 20th November                               Sunderland Infinity Bar                                  0191 567 0611

Sunday 21st November                                  Chalkwell Hall, Southend                              01702 470700

Monday 22nd November                               The Dulcimer, Manchester                                          

Tuesday 23rd November                               The Captain’s Rest, Glasgow                       0141 332 7304

Ticket price: £3 to £5

For further information please contact Republic Media info@republicmedia.net 020 8960 7449
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