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‘THE LIFE OF BIRDS TOUR 2011’

FEATURING DAVID ROTHERAY, JIM CAUSLEY AND BELLA HARDY

Guest: Eleanor McEvoy
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Rathryn Willams, Aleding Roberts, Carnlle O'Suliven,
Bliza Carthy Jim Causley; Bella Hardy, Jack L,
Julie Murphy; Eleanor McEvoy & Nat Johnson.





www.davidrotheray.com
 - Mojo
“A strange, lovely and intriguing album” – Daily Express

Following its acclaimed release in 2010 ‘The Life Of Birds’ will be resonating from venues across the UK in March 2011 at these intimate performances of beautiful and inspiring songs. David Rotheray, the creator and mastermind behind this beautiful album, will be joined by some of Britain’s most talented vocalists including Jim Causley and Bella Hardy who feature on the album and who will provide vocals for all the dates on the tour. Guest support will come from Irish singer/songwriter Eleanor McEvoy who also features on the album. 

Praise for ‘The Life of Birds’:

“This is probably one of the albums of the year so far. Amazing.” – Classic Rock Society

“I can’t recommend this highly enough – for its song writing, its artists and its delivery” – G3 Magazine

“A warm, collaborative affair tinged with the Beautiful South’s droll humour” – The Observer

“It delves into mature and sombre themes that pop never touches” – Songlines
TOUR DATES

Saturday 19th March 
The Stables, Milton Keynes
01908 280800     
www.stables.org
£10.00

Sunday 20th March    
Musician, Leicester   
0116 251 0080
www.wegottickets.com
£10.00

Monday 21st March      
Junction, Cambridge                
01223 511511     
www.junction.co.uk
£10.00

Tuesday 22nd March      
Troubadour, London                
0207 341 6321
www.troubadour.co.uk
£10.00

Wednesday 23rd March
The Met, Bury                            
0161 761 2216   
www.themet.biz 
£10.00

Thursday 24th March 
The Plug, Sheffield              
0871 230 1095   
www.seetickets.com
£10.00

Friday 25th March            Glee Club, Birmingham           
0871 472 0400    
www.glee.co.uk
£10.00

Saturday 26th March       
Glee Club, Nottingham           
0871 472 0400    
www.glee.co.uk
£10.00

Sunday 27th March           Edge Hill Station, Liverpool        0151 707 2277          www.metalculture.com
£5.00

Monday 28th March         Glee Club, Oxford                    
0871 472 0400   
www.glee.co.uk
£10.00

Tuesday 29th March   
Louisiana, Bristol                      
0845 413 4444    
www.alt-tickets.co.uk
£10.00

Wednesday 30th March   Mama Stones, Exeter              
01392 848485     
www.mamastones.com
£5.00

All tickets available at: www.ents24.com
Dave Rotheray’s ‘The Life Of Birds’:

Although the album features a whole host of performers, ‘The Life Of Birds’ is entirely Rotheray’s record. A series of autumnal, rustic reflections on life with some astonishing collaborations, including Jim Causley, who features on ‘The Sparrow, The Thrush and The Nightingale’, and Bella Hardy, who’s enchanting vocals appear on ‘Living Before the War’, ‘The Digital Cuckoo’ and duets with Causley on ‘The Hummingbird on Your Calendar’, both of whom will be joining Rotheray and his band for the series of shows.

Rotheray’s ornithological concept album, stems from the opening track and first single ‘The Sparrow, The Thrush and The Nightingale’, a laidback, upbeat melody with an instantly recognisable whistled refrain disguising an allegorical tale about greed, which the Classic Rock Society describes as “a superb song, with it’s caustic and cynical viewpoint of the music industry brought to life beautifully.” Rotheray decided to expand on the metaphor to write an entire album with birds as its loose notional concept. The result is fourteen superbly crafted songs that touch on some sensitive subjects with subtlety and grace.

While a solo effort, the album features collaborations with ten different singer/songwriters drawn from the contemporary scene, and the roll call of vocalists is an impressive one. Mercury Music Award nominee Kathryn Williams lends her vocals to the middle-aged reflection on the virtues of monogamy on the track ‘Crows, Ravens & Rooks’. Rotheray’s fellow north easterner Eliza Carthy sings with real regret on ‘The Road to the South’, a song about those friends that “migrated to London” and are homesick for the city of Hull. Eleanor McEvoy not only features on ‘Almost Beautiful’, a staggeringly sad record of a loved-one slipping into mental illness, but also co-wrote ‘Living Before The War’. The song about the mixed blessings brought by puberty and sexual awareness is sung by Bella Hardy. 

The album concludes as it starts, with Causley returning for ‘The Sparrow, The Thrush & The Nightingale – Part II’. Bringing the record and its themes full circle, Rotheray admits that the two parts of the song satisfy “a long standing ambition to write an album with ‘bookends’.” 

In a career that has taken him from forming The Beautiful South with Paul Heaton in the late 1980s to his critically-acclaimed acoustic side project Homespun, David Rotheray’s name has always been synonymous with music that mixes the melancholy with dry humour to great effect.  On ‘The Life of Birds’, Rotheray has succeeded in crafting an album where the emphasis is firmly on song writing, with some of the best lyrics and most beautiful music of his career.
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