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CHRIS DIFFORD

Chris Difford is a rare breed. As a member of one of London’s best-loved bands, the Squeeze co-founder has made a lasting contribution to English music with hits such as ‘Cool For Cats’, ‘Up The Junction’, ‘Labelled With Love’, ‘Hourglass’ and ‘Tempted’. Despite the fact that Chris has helped soundtrack so many fans’ lives since his first release in 1977, the passion for innovation and love of playing still drives him to carry on writing rather than sit back and admire his handiwork.

Over the course of a 13 album-career with Squeeze, it was clear from the very beginning that Chris Difford has few peers when it comes to smart, pithy lyricism. His ‘kitchen sink-drama’ style has drawn plaudits from fans on both sides of the Atlantic, while his influence is keenly felt today. The likes of Lily Allen, Mark Ronson, Kasabian, Razorlight and The Feeling have all recognised the debt they owe to Squeeze’s music and to Difford’s way with words, while journalists were moved by his winning combination with Glenn Tilbrook to dub the pair ‘The New Lennon and McCartney’. 

Yet since a split in 1998 when Chris decided he wanted to go his own way, he has broadened his horizons to work with some of rock’s greatest names. He first learned to stand on his own when he wrote the lyrics for the fictional band Strange Fruit in the 1998 British comedy film ‘Still Crazy’, for which he won his first Ivor Novello award. Since then he has written and contributed lyrics for the likes of Elton John, Wet Wet Wet, Lisa Stansfield and Bryan Ferry, while Helioscentric studios – which he helped build in 1995 - has played host to recording sessions by Paul Weller (who named an album after it), Pet Shop Boys, Elvis Costello, Keane, Scouting For Girls and more. Chris has somehow found time during all this to release two solo albums to date – 2003’s ‘I Didn’t Get Where I Am’ and ‘The Last Temptation Of Chris’ in 2008. 

Although a Squeeze reunion had always looked unlikely, Chris and Glenn began to find their paths crossing slowly but surely, leading to a series of low-key gigs together in 2007. In 2008, super fan Mark Ronson presented them with the Ivor Novello Award for Outstanding Contribution to British Music, while Lily Allen called them the Robert De Niro of music when they received the Nordoff-Robbins Icon Award.  With the addition of fellow Squeeze favourite John Bentley back on bass, and Stephen Large and Simon Hanson from Glenn Tilbrook’s other band The Fluffers, this new lineup has been winning fans all over again with gigs and festival appearances at the likes of V, Oxegen, T in The Park and Latitude, reminding us all of the outstanding back catalogue that Squeeze possess.
This year, as well as a new album, Chris has curated the inaugural ‘Songs In The Key Of London’ event at the Barbican, bringing together musicians old and new such as Tilbrook, Suggs, Jools Holland, Blaine Harrison (Mystery Jets) and Tunng, as well as students from the local community. That third solo album, ‘Cashmere If You Can’ will be the first release from the innovative online label Saturday Morning Music Club, and shows that he is still, first and foremost a music fan rather than merely a performer.
With the site of Squeeze’s first ever gig at Greenwich Dance Hall back in 1975 being honoured with a PRS for Music Heritage Award this year, some might consider it time to wallow in nostalgia. Yet for a man who still clearly loves the community that music provides and whose main joy has always been documenting life as he sees it, don’t count on Chris Difford putting his feet up just yet.
www.chrisdifford.com
For more information please contact Sue Harris sue@republicmedia.net 
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