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FLORENCE RAWLINGS

‘Love Can Be A Battlefield’ single released 18th January 2010

From the album ‘A Fool In Love’ released 18th January 2010

www.florencerawlings.com
“Blue eyed soul singer set for big things” - Mojo

“’Love Can Be A Battlefield’ is Batt at his songwriting best – placed in the safe vocals of his new prodigy, it is a truly beautiful ballad” - Blues Matters

Listen to the gospel-tinged ‘Love Can Be A Battlefield’ and you’ll be convinced this is the voice of a veteran singer. So the fact that vocals so powerful should come from 21-year-old Florence Rawlings is testament to the natural star quality that this singer possesses in spades. Florence takes the song, written by her mentor Mike Batt, and imbues it with a smoky, wounded quality that would put her elders and supposed peers to shame.

It is this ability to stamp her charismatic personality all over a song, while doing it in the service of, rather than against the music, that Florence Rawlings brings to her debut album ‘A Fool In Love’. Named after the very first song she recorded, it is a collection of original songs by Mike Batt, such as ‘The Only Woman In The World’ and previous single ‘Hard To Get’, coupled with a well-chosen set of gems from days gone by. Florence makes the Gladys Knight song ‘Take Me In Your Arms And Love Me’ completely her own whilst reinventing Allen Toussaint’s long forgotten ‘Riverboat’ with vigorous production, uplifting horns and sleek dark overtones that give the song a lavish, ominous edge. She even performs a version of Chuck Berry’s ‘You Can’t Catch Me’ - following in the potentially daunting footsteps of The Rolling Stones and John Lennon, she embraces it just as convincingly as Rock and Roll’s elite. 

Discovered by Dramatico Records chairman Mike Batt at the age of just 13, Florence has stayed grounded, choosing to complete her schooling while Batt championed the phenomenal rise of label-mate Katie Melua. Yet the passion for music has stayed with her throughout – “I started singing when I was 4, and haven’t stopped since” – and live crowds who have witnessed Florence would definitely agree the hard work has paid off. Before a single note had been released, Florence was impressing crowds at the Isle of Wight, Guilfest and O2 Wireless festivals and she spent her 21st birthday in Sweden performing to 15,000 people, one of 32 dates as the special guest on Tom Jones’ arena tour of the UK and mainland Europe.

Such is Florence’s reputation on the live circuit she was recently invited to perform at the star-studded launch of Pirelli’s 2010 Calendar in London and was flown to Barcelona to perform at the Hard Rock’s anniversary celebration. 

Recording her album with a live rhythm section only adds to the authenticity of Florence’s music and harks back to her heroes and inspirations, like Aretha Franklin and Nina Simone. In such illustrious company, Florence Rawlings is set to be a modern soul star. Music Week was moved to claim that, with its mix of authentic soul, raw grooves and rhythm & blues, the album was “a blend that could elevate her to the similar heady heights Melua enjoys. Classy stuff.” 
“‘A Fool In Love’ (is) a classy piece of work…(with an) astonishingly mature voice at its centre” The Singer
“Highly impressive UK soulster” Daily Mirror
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