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For Immediate Release

Australian artist Gurrumul featured on “Australian Story” on ABC-TV

Described as “The Greatest Voice This Continent Has Ever Recorded” (Sydney Morning Herald), Gurrumul’s album returns to the coveted #1 spot on Australian iTunes
Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu’s self-titled debut album hit #1again on iTunes in Australia after ABC-TV aired a special documentary on the program “Australian Story” entitled “You’re The Voice.”  With an introduction by singer Neil Finn, “Australian Story” presented an intimate profile of the ARIA-award winning musician and international sensation who has eluded the media since becoming a household name in Australia two years ago. 

Born blind, Gurrumul grew up as a member of the Gumatj clan on Elcho Island, off the coast of tropical North East Arnhem Land.  The enigmatic Aboriginal musician first came to attention when he released his eponymous self-titled debut in 2008 to international acclaim.  Sung in the Yolngu dialect of Arnhem Land, Gurrumul's music became an international sensation transcending cultural boundaries. 

His angelic voice connected with listeners worldwide including Elton John, Björk and Sting who are all are fans. He even performed a live acoustic duet of The Police's "Every Breath You Take" with Sting on French television and was asked by Elton John to open shows at the Sydney Opera House.  Previously Gurrumul was a member of Yothu Yindi, the groundbreaking Aboriginal ensemble. 

Yet despite the accolades and awards, including an ARIA nomination for the coveted "Album of the Year" and "Best Male Artist," Gurrumul’s interviews with the media have been conducted by his unofficial spokesperson Michael Hohnen.

For the first time, Australian Story presents an intimate profile featuring behind the scenes footage of Gurrumul shot by filmmaker Naina Sen, combined with interviews from his family, the segment offers a rare insight into indigenous culture that few ever get to see.  An insight so evocative that its audience of 1 million Australian viewers reacted instantly and resulted in the album’s return to the top of the iTunes chart two [2] years since its release in that country.

The episode can now be viewed online on the Australian Story website.

Gurrumul also recently performed at Seven Songs to Leave Behind at the 2010 Melbourne International Arts Festival, in which Gurrumul performed alongside members of John Cale, Sinead O’Connor, Rickie Lee Jones, The Black Arm Band and more.
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