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Gurrumul's debut solo album 'Gurrumul' is declared the NUMBER 1 best selling World Music album in the UK for 2009.
Source: The Official UK Charts Company

An album by a shy, unassuming, blind Aboriginal tops the UK World Music chart for 2009. Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu's album 'Gurrumul' was released by British independent label Dramatico and Australia's Skinnyfish Music on 25th May 2009. In addition to topping the World Music chart in Britain for 2009, 'Gurrumul' is the number 1 World Music album in both Germany and Switzerland

"We launched the UK’s first ever Official World Album Chart in June to much success. Gurrumul topped that first chart and has featured strongly ever since, so it is very fitting that he has achieved the accolade of having the best selling World Music album across the whole of 2009 in the UK. Our congratulations go to Geoffrey and everyone at Dramatico/Skinnyfish."  Phil Matcham, Senior Licensing Manager, The Official UK Charts Company.

Gurrumul sings almost exclusively in his indigenous Australian language. With no written word in his Yolngu culture Gurrumul takes the role of storyteller, recounting stories that are 50,000 years old, tales of life and wisdom that have been handed down through the generations.

Some eight thousand miles away from his home on the pristine Elcho Island in Australia’s Northern Territory he is an unlikely superstar yet he has become just that. Quietly, and with little fanfare, Gurrumul and his poetic songs have connected with listeners around the world.

Winning a string of awards in 2008 including Aria Award for ‘Best Independent Release’, Limelight Award for ‘Emerging Artist Of The Year’ and 3 AIR (Australian Independent Record) Awards, in June 2009 an APRA Award followed for ‘Breakthrough Songwriter Of The Year’. 

In Britain in 2009 he appeared on Later With Jools Holland and played at Latitude Festival and headlines shows at Islington’s Union Chapel, the Southbank's Queen Elizabeth Hall and latterly at Shepherd's Bush Empire.

www.gurrumul.com
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