[image: image1.jpg]REPUBLIC//

E






Gurrumul

‘Gurrumul History (I Was Born Blind)’

The new single from his beautiful album ‘Gurrumul’

UK release December 14th 2009 on Dramatico / Skinnyfish

www.gurrumul.com
I was born blind and I don't know why
God knows why because he loves me so
As I grew up my spirit knew
That I'm entering the world of destruction

I heard my mama and my papa
crying their hearts in confusion
how can I walk straight and tall
in my society? Please hold my hand

Trying to bridge and build Yolngu culture
I've been to New York, I've been to LA
I've been to London, Ngarranydja Gurrumul
I am Gurrumul

Some eight thousand miles away from his home on the pristine Elcho Island in Australia’s Northern Territory, Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu is an unlikely superstar. A shy, unassuming Aboriginal singer-songwriter, Gurrumul (as he prefers to be called) sings almost exclusively in his indigenous Australian language. With no written word in his Yolngu culture Gurrumul takes the role of storyteller, recounting stories that are 50,000 years old, tales of life and wisdom that have been handed down through the generations. His eponymous debut solo album has already sold more than 300,000 copies, picking up many awards and making him the year’s Australian success story.

On the song ‘Gurrumul History (I Was Born Blind)’, instead of recounting the stories of his clan, Gurrumul tells his own story: the tale of a boy who was born blind - prompting the question “why?” and his parents’ understandable concern – the tale of a boy who became an extraordinary man who has been known to ride a bicycle, to drive a car and play many sports, and who is travelling around the world to spread the word about his culture.

Extraordinary is a word often used to describe Gurrumul, his music and his story and as the word spreads his fragile yet resonant tenor voice is touching listeners around the world.

"...the greatest voice this continent has ever recorded..." Sydney Morning Herald

“as sumptuously soothing as a log fire on a freezing night” -The Times

“the overwhelming factor is Gurrumul's voice: timeless, nostalgic and haunting – unwavering in its delicate beauty, and a soothing balm on the captivated audience.” – Independent

“Lilting, tender, tinged with ineffable sadness, it [his voice] held this seated audience spellbound” – Evening Standard

“his celestial voice and his swelling acoustic songs full of dignity reduce you to tears, aching with the pain of the past and hope for the future..." Q Magazine

For further information please contact Sue Harris, sue@republicmedia.net / 020 8960 7449
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