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MAIA SHARP

‘WHOLE FLAT WORLD’

The new single released 20th June 2011

From the acclaimed album ‘Echo’ available on Blix Street Records

www.maiasharp.com 

One of the Americana scene’s brightest talents, Maia Sharp’s new single Whole Flat World is perhaps the most inventive break-up song since Paul Simon’s 50 Ways to Leave Your Lover. With its theme of outgrowing a relationship or a restrictive lifestyle, Whole Flat World reveals Sharp to be a lyrically adept storyteller who is not too proud to admit that the song runs close to the bone – “Of course I've lived this.  Of course I've been convinced that someone or something was everything I could ask for until someone or something else showed me there's more.”

‘Whole Flat World’ smartly avoids the traps that break-up songs usually fall into. As Sharp notes, she wanted to avoid “death by cliché ... when I first started working on "Whole Flat World" I thought it was just a new way to say an old thought.” As a result the song’s perspective is a more honest, self-critical one. Sharp comments that this came out of improvising around the song’s title; “I tried a few different things for the middle word and then "flat" landed … implying a less sugary and far more interesting story.” At odds with the lyrical style is the somewhat upbeat music and almost cheery chorus, concealing the song’s true intent and making it more of a sucker punch.

Sharp is widely regarded by her songwriting peers and has had her music recorded or worked with the likes of Carole King, Cher, The Dixie Chicks and Art Garfunkel. But it’s her frequent collaborations with Bonnie Raitt that have proved the most fruitful. As well as contributing three songs and some vocals to Raitts’ album Souls Alike, it was Raitt who introduced Sharp to famed producer Don Was, who was behind the decks for her most recent album Echo.

Arguably her seminal album, Echo is a finely tuned, accomplished record. With Sharp’s lyrics and engaging voice, and Was’ supremely assured production, Echo includes the singles Death By Perfection and John Q Lonely, a hit on US radio. For Sharp, the songs on the album all possess “a common thread of flaw and imperfection recognition, and then celebration. Perfection is highly overrated and, I’m betting, pretty boring.  It took me a while to get here but I’m okay that I’m not perfect.”
Praise for Maia Sharp and Echo:

“This album is a gem” – Maverick

“A conscientious and well-rounded songwriter” - Acoustic

“This is an intelligent collection of songs that will cement her reputation as a master craftswoman” – R2

For more information please contact Republic Media info@Republicmedia.net 020 8960 7449
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