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On Dramatico Records

 “I don’t really do conventional...” 47 years of creative public life and Marianne Faithfull remains one of the most unique, bewitching and indeed unconventional musical artists Britain has ever produced. In 47 years she’s grown from the quiver-voiced ingénue of her debut single ‘As Tears Go By’ (1964, the first song ever written by Mick Jagger and Keith Richards) to her peerless position as profoundly distinctive scorched-earth torch-singer and richly emotive song-writer - as evidenced today on her 23rd solo album, the sonically stunning ‘Horses And High Heels’.

The first single from the new album is the folky and unfeasibly rousing ‘Why Did We Have To Part?’ An elegy to the end of a long relationship, the song is written by Marianne and Laurent Voulzy. “I just couldn’t resist a break-up song - and the pain is over.”
‘Horses And High Heels’ was recorded in the New Orleans French Quarter over September/October 2010 and features a spectrum of astonishing musicianship from the city’s musical pool. It spans the spectrum of soul, blues, folk, country, jazz-pop perkiness and beguiling guitar-rock, all underpinned by her striking vocals and hauntingly influenced by the perhaps unlikely musical combination of jazz, classical music and Nick Cave’s malevolent Grinderman. The cover versions see Marianne and Hal once again reprise their uncanny gift for finding beautiful, unexpected and often scandalously overlooked songs, as dramatic as they’re coolly diverse. “We just do find great songs,” notes Marianne, “but there’s no theme...well, the only theme is me.” Her four original new songs, meanwhile, are a revelation. “It’s all a very different style for me,” notes Marianne, “much more rhythmic. And a very modern record, it’s not looking back to the past at all. All the songs are about now, you know?”

“Conventional happiness isn’t my way, you know,” notes the irresistibly unconventional Marianne. “But this is a very happy record. I’m not depressed anymore. And I think it’s all been well worth it. I did have a bit of a bad time in the 70s but I think things have been wonderful. So I suppose this album is a bit of a breakthrough. I’m incredibly lucky, don’t think I don’t know it. I’m so grateful to be able to still write songs and express my emotion in music. And the best thing of all is working with such great people. It’s inspirational.”
www.mariannefaithfull.com 
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