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Rodrigo y Gabriela

‘11:11’ - new studio album release on September 7th 2009

Mojo - 4 stars, Q - 4 stars, Guardian - 4 stars, NME - 7/10

UK live dates in November

Rodrigo y Gabriela will release their new studio album, entitled “11:11” on Rubyworks, on Monday 7th September 2009. Recorded in Ixtapa, Mexico the album has been produced by Rodrigo y Gabriela, with John Leckie co-producing the title track. The album was mixed in Wales and London by Colin Richardson, best known for his work with Slipknot and Trivium.

Comprising 11 new self-written compositions, “11:11” is Rod & Gab’s personal “Gracias” to a first eleven of musicians, both past and present, who have inspired them along the way. Alex Skolnick of metal gods Testament guests on the album, as do widely respected acoustic veterans Strunz & Farah.

“11:11” is the long awaited follow up to 2006’s “Rodrigo y Gabriela”, which has so far enjoyed worldwide sales in excess of half a million albums. 

Album tracklisting:

Hanuman – inspired by Carlos Santana          
Buster Voodoo – inspired by Jimi Hendrix
Triveni  – inspired by Le Trio Joubran              
Logos  – inspired by Al Di Meola                

Santo Domingo  – inspired by Michel Camilo

Master Maqui (with guests Strunz & Farah) – inspired by Paco De Lucia
Savitri – inspired by Shakti          

Hora Zero – inspired by Astor Piazzolla

Chac Mool – inspired by Jorge Reyes   

Atman (with guest Alex Skolnick) – inspired by Dimebag Darrell

11:11– inspired by Pink Floyd

Initial copies of the album will come with a bonus DVD, featuring track tutorials, interviews and exclusive live performance footage.

Following the release of ‘11:11’, and their already sold-out show at Koko on September 2nd, Rodrigo y Gabriela will return to Britain for their first UK tour since December 2007. The instrumental magicians will bring their unique twin-guitar assault to the following venues:

Mon 23-Nov 
London  
Hammersmith Apollo 
£20.00
Tue 24-Nov
Birmingham
Academy  
£17.50
Thu 26-Nov 
Glasgow 
Academy 
£17.50
Sat 28-Nov  
Manchester 
Manchester Apollo       
£17.50
Sun 29-Nov 
Bristol 
Colston Hall    
£18.00

Tickets from www.ticketmaster.co.uk / 0870 4000 700.

 “The instant they start to play, their hyper-speed virtuosity is mesmerising” – The Guardian

“Believe the hype: the ferocity, intensity and control of their technique is extraordinary” – The Independent

www.rodgab.com
Media enquiries please contact: Sue Harris sue@republicmedia.net / 020 8960 7449

Biography:

Rodrigo Sanchez and Gabriela Quintero have been playing guitar together for more than fifteen years. From their hesitant first steps as teenage thrash metallurgists in their native Mexico City, through the innocents abroad street players of Dublin’s Grafton Street at the turn of the Millennium, to the universally acclaimed globe straddling tour machine of 2009; theirs is a musical union where mutual understanding goes beyond intuitive and into the realms of Zen. Rhythmic Yin to melodic Yang. 

It has been three years since the release of their last studio album. Simply called ‘Rodrigo y Gabriela’ it was first released in Ireland in February 2006, where it charted at # 1 in the national charts. This proved to be an auspicious start for a record which has since gone on to sell 600,000 copies worldwide. A slow burn, genuine word of mouth success story, the album proved to be Rod & Gab’s international calling card. As first the UK, then Australia, South Africa, America, Europe and Japan succumbed to the unique charms of the record the duo found themselves constantly on the road for more than two and a half years in support of the release.

Keeping a base in Ireland, the lure of warmer climes nearer home proved hard to ignore; and in 2007, they decided to establish a Central American outpost in Ixtapa on the Pacific Coast. The latter part of 2008 was spent building a recording studio at their Mexican headquarters; and it was here that the new album, entitled “11:11”; was recorded. If “Rodrigo y Gabriela” was a successful attempt at capturing the unbridled dynamic energy of their incendiary gigs (mostly recorded ‘live’ in the studio, with very few overdubs); then the new album sees them developing their core sound into something more sophisticated, intricate and varied. At the heart of the sound is still the stunning interplay between Rodrigo’s dazzling lead work and Gabriela’s unique rhythm play; but the base soundscape is now subtly supplemented by percussion, occasional piano and a fresh arsenal of stringed instruments from around the world, including oud and sitar. And - whisper it quietly – the introduction here and there of electric guitar.

Produced by Rodrigo y Gabriela (with co-production from John Leckie on the title track), the album was mixed by Colin Richardson; famed in the rock world for his console work on Slipknot and Trivium. Picked by Rod & Gab for the way he makes guitars simultaneously sing and sting, it's his desk dexterity that make the sound pictures on “11:11” dance before your eyes and ears.

At the heart of “11:11” lies Rod & Gab’s wish to celebrate some of the great musicians, both past and present, who have inspired them along the way. Each of the eleven tracks is a musical ‘gracias’ to a delicious and diverse assortment of talent. Some are transparent – the ‘Voodoo Chile’ quoting ‘Buster Voodoo’ is a clear nod of appreciation to Hendrix – others are more discreet. Metal God Alex Skolnick of Testament joins them on ‘Atman’, a thrilling Arabesque charge in celebration of Dimebag Darrell, replete with a scorching total shred solo from Skolnick. 

Elsewhere, Rod & Gab are united with L.A. based acoustic fusion veterans Strunz & Farah, to create a unique guitar quartet for the Paco De Lucia homage ‘Master Maqui’. Their influences are varied and multi-dimension, where else would you hear a Mexican duo paying respect to a Palestinian oud three piece shaped by the guy who mixed Cradle Of Filth?

It is this willingness to explore musical expression, to embrace new sounds irrespective of fashion or trends; and a point blank refusal to be pigeon-holed as any particular genre, which lies at the very foundation of Rodrigo y Gabriela. To them, music is a garden with many flowers; and they will continue to move from stem to stem like strumming hummingbirds. In the ceaseless pursuit of the ultimate audio nectar, “11:11” is the latest opportunity for us to sip and share.

NB: Rodrigo y Gabriela’s gig at Koko on September 2nd is sold out

11:11 is released on Rubyworks, on Monday 7th September 2009

www.rodgab.com
Media enquiries please contact: Sue Harris sue@republicmedia.net / 020 8960 7449
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