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RODRIGO Y GABRIELA – AREA 52 – FAQs

New album recorded in Havana, Cuba and Mexico, summer 2011. Features a 13 piece Cuban orchestra, featuring some of the best musicians on the island; collectively known as 'C.U.B.A.' for the album and for touring in 2012.

The album features nine of Rod & Gab's songs from their own catalogue, dramatically re-imagined for guitars and orchestra.

The album was recorded at Abdala Studios in Havana, founded by Cuban folk hero Silvio Rodriguez, and at Rod & Gab's studio in Ixtapa, Mexico. 

Additional recording took place in Los Angeles, Paris and London.

The album was produced by Peter Asher. 60's hitmaker, Apple Records A & R, and producer of James Taylor, Bonnie Raitt, 10,000 Maniacs and Diana Ross. The album was co-produced by Rodrigo.

The album was mixed in Los Angeles by Rafa Sardina. 25 times nominated and 11 times winner at the Grammys.

The album was arranged by Rodrigo y Gabriel working closely with Switzerland based pianist Alex Wilson, who did the Cuban arrangements for the orchestra. He has worked with Courtney Pine, Ernest Ranglin and Mali Latino.

Guests on the album include Anoushka Shankar on sitar, Carles Benavent on bass, who has played with Miles Davis, Chick Corea and Paco de Lucia, John Tempesta on drums, who has played with The Cult, White Zombie and Testament; and Palestinian group Le Trio Joubran.

Special Cuban guests are Samuel Formell Alfonso on drums on Santo Domingo and Carlota Teresa Polledo Noriega – vocals on 11:11.

Rodrigo y Gabriela have sold 1.2 million albums worldwide to date.

They have sold out Radio City Music Hall (NYC), The Hollywood Bowl, Red Rocks Amphitheatre (Colorado), Shepherds Bush Empire (5 nights) (London), the Zenith (Paris), the Orchard Hall (Tokyo), The Palace (Melbourne), the Forest National (Brussels) and countless other venues around the world. 

They headlined The Big Chill festival in the UK in 2011 alongside co-headliners Kanye West and The Chemical Brothers.

In 2010 they were invited to The White House by President Obama to perform at a reception for the Mexican president and first lady. The other musical guest was Beyonce.

They have collaborated on record and on stage with Robert Trujillo (Metallica), Al Di Meola, Zack De La Rocha (RATM), L. Shankar, Alex Skolnick (Testament), Strunz & Farah and Roby Lakatos.

In 2011 they collaborated with Hans Zimmer on the score and soundtrack for 'Pirates Of The Caribbean: On Stranger Tides' and on the score and soundtrack to the forthcoming 'Puss In Boots'.

Selective discography:

'Rodrigo y Gabriela' (Rubyworks) 2006

'Live In Japan' (Rubyworks) 2008

'11:11' (Rubyworks) 2009

'Live In France' (Rubyworks) 2011

'Area 52' (Rubyworks) 23rd January 2012

'Area 52' is next door to 'Area 51' and it represents a journey into unknown territory. It's a place for experimentation and development, which is how Rod & Gab describe the making of this new album. 
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