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It's 2011 and Rodrigo y Gabriela continue to weave their unique six string magic. From the haciendas of Cuba to the Hollywood Bowl, and from the festival fields of Europe to the multiplexes of America. Their motto - “have guitar will travel” made real as their music travels the airwaves of the world and reaches new ears and touches new hearts.

It's all a long way from Dublin's Grafton Street at the end of the twentieth century. Two young Mexican guitarists arriving in Ireland on a hunch that it was a good place for musicians, but knowing nothing about the country and having very little English between them. Their money ran out and they turned to playing on the street to earn enough to get by. Busking turned to invitations to small gigs in hotels, parties and pubs; sharing a private joke as they played bossa nova arrangements of Metallica songs. 

A chance meeting with Damien Rice led to a deal with their manager and record label Rubyworks; and the start of a touring schedule that would last most of the first decade of the new millennium. Since the release of their self titled break through album in 2006 and its acclaimed studio follow up '11:11' in 2009; Rodrigo y Gabriela have sold over one million albums worldwide. 

Rod & Gab's love of playing live has taken them all over the world: UK, USA, Ireland, France, Holland, Belgium, Switzerland, Italy, Japan, Australia and New Zealand. Selling out world famous venues like Radio City Music Hall (NYC), The Greek Theatre (LA), Red Rocks (Colorado), The Zenith (Paris) and five nights at the Shepherds Bush Empire in London. They have been joined onstage on a regular basis by some of their musical heroes – Rob Trujillo (Metallica), Zack De La Rocha (RATM), Al Di Meola, Alex Skolnick and L Shankar. 

In May 2010 they were invited by President Obama to play at the White House at an official state reception with Beyonce; turns out that the leader of the free world is a big Rod & Gab fan. 

2011 is shaping up to be Rod & Gab's most extraordinary year so far. They have collaborated with Hans Zimmer on the score and soundtrack to Pirates Of The Caribbean: On Stranger Tides. On its opening weekend the film earned a massive, record-breaking $260.4 million from 18,210 screens in more than 100 countries. This is the largest opening weekend of all time. 

Next up is the release of 'Live In France', recorded at various venues around the Fifth Republic on the 11:11 world tour. It's a very different live document to 2008's 'Live In Japan', which marked the end of Rod & Gab's seated performances. Their live shows are constantly evolving and the 11:11 tour mixed deft acoustic dexterity with an electrifying shred-fest of white hot duelling guitars. The album captures this fusion framed by rapturous receptions from their fanatical legion of French followers. 

On completing promotional duties for 'Pirates'; Rodrigo y Gabriela will be heading for Havana to record with the best young Cuban musicians for a Latin-fusion project for future release. Next stop after Cuba will be Europe for a flurry of festival shows in August (including a headline slot at the UK's Big Chill alongside Kanye West and The Chemical Brothers). The duo then head for California for two very special nights at the Hollywood Bowl where they will be joined onstage by the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra.

Film fans, festival ravers, LA cognoscenti and Castro's kids. All united by the singular gift of the music bestowed by Rodrigo y Gabriela. Their appeal is boundless, their scope limitless, their music timeless.
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